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Mammoth Hospital ED Lounge/Conference Room 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 

 
MINUTES 

April 1, 2008 
 
 
Mark Mikulicich Mono County Fire/Rescue Chief and EMCC Chairperson 
Dr. Rick Johnson Mono & Inyo Counties Health Officer 
Diane Fisher  ICEMA 
Lori Baitx  Mammoth Hospital Emergency Department Director 
Rosemary Sachs Mammoth Hospital PLN 
Bob Rooks Mammoth Lakes Fire Department Division Chief/Mono Fire Chief’s 

Association Representative 
Mike Patterson Sierra Lifeflight, Manager/Chief Flight Paramedic 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:14 a.m. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF JANUARY 29, 2008 MINUTES 
 

Chairman asked if there were any questions or comments about the minutes from the 
proceeding meeting (there were none), and requested a motion to approve.  Rosemary 
Sachs made a motion to approve the minutes and Lori Baitx seconded the motion; all in 
favor with none opposed, minutes were approved. 

 
III. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Chalfant Valley Fire Department – ALS Provider Update 
 
Chalfant Fire Department has proposed to offer part-time volunteer ALS service 
(when available) in addition to the BLS service they currently provide.  A similar 
service has been approved in Inyo County.  This is in conjunction with the 
County’s proposal to help both Districts (Chalfant and White Mt.) with a paid-
per-call subsidy aimed at increasing new volunteer interest and maintaining 
enthusiasm among current active EMTs.  Mikulicich is appearing before the 
Board on April 8, 2008 to introduce the concepts and request approval for 
continued development of the idea (as of this writing, the BOS approved the 
concepts and directed staff accordingly).  Diane Fisher has requested a letter from 
the Board detailing County support and officially requesting approval from 
ICEMA, which will be forthcoming as details are worked out.  Mark asked Diane 
if ICEMA could provide a template letter, and Diane said she would send a copy 
of Inyo County’s request as an example.  Dr. Johnson was also supportive of the 
proposal, and was agreeable to the County’s control and distribution of 
medications and narcotics necessary for Chalfant’s proposed operations. 
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B. Mammoth Airport Shutdown Update 
 

There were no new developments in the proposed temporary shut down of the 
Mammoth Airport, still tentatively scheduled for June 1st.  They plan on repairs to 
the runway which could take 3 to 4 months.  As they are still in the process of 
gathering bids for construction, it is improbable that they will be ready to start by 
the June 1st date.  Dr. Johnson suggested the need for a sub-committee (consisting 
of the hospital, Mammoth Fire, Mono County, Symons and the flight services) to 
meet and establish parameters of how to best operate during this time period.  A 
meeting date was scheduled for April 16th at 09:00 in the Mammoth Lakes Fire 
Department meeting room.  Details will then be brought back to the EMCC. 
 

Lori Baitx was excused to attend another previously scheduled meeting at 10:00. 
 

C. Emergency Protocol “Determination of Death on Scene” #14007 
 

The Determination of Death protocol was discussed in depth with the disclosure 
of possible contradictions in the language.  Rosemary was going to write ICEMA 
with the Committee’s comments and suggestions. 
 

As Mike Patterson had to leave soon for a previous commitment, he requested the floor to 
comment on Old Business related to possible problems that Northern Inyo Hospital has recently 
had with other Flight Services.  Mike said he was informed that both Golden State Air 
Ambulance and American Med Flight had refused air transport for an uninsured patient (Sierra 
Lifeflight was on another call), and he wanted to remind the Committee of SLF’s policy to 
provide service for patients regardless of their insurance status.  Mike wanted to know if 
Mammoth Hospital has had any similar issues with other flight services or with SLF, which did 
not appear to be the case (Mammoth Hospital has had very little exposure to Golden State’s 
services so far).   
 
Dr. Johnson said the Health Department was still working on possible grant funding for the 
purchase of portable ventilators to assist with patient transfers.  He also said that maybe there 
should be a standard EMCC agenda item in regards to Flight Services.  Diane stated that there 
are sometimes “issues” with almost all providers, and that any complaints should be directed to 
ICEMA for initial investigation, as proper procedure. 

 
D. MICN Recertification Requirements 
 

MICN recertification requirements have been reviewed and consideration is being 
given to exclude the need for field ride-along time for recertifying MICNs. 
 

E. Trauma System Reports 
 

A copy of the Trauma System Report for Inyo County was provided to the EMCC 
for review and referral.  Mono County would like to be included in the stats.  
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Information regarding destination and outcome for trauma patients is being 
obtained by Mammoth Hospital from the receiving hospital in Nevada.  It was 
suggested that ICEMA contact Lori Baitx to get data. 
  

F. Legislation 
 

The AB29117 (controlling EMT oversight) has been morphed into a new bill; 
AB27.  ICEMA will follow the progress and update. 
 

Bob wanted to know about liability immunity for Dispatchers, EMD trained or otherwise.  Diane 
said there was no complete immunity regardless of training levels, but ICEMA has protocols 
which would help to cover them as part of the EMS system.  ICEMA has done EMD training in 
the past.  ICEMA to present requirements at next meeting.  Committee would like to recommend 
to the Board that the Sheriff’s dispatchers be trained and certified in pre-arrival instructions. 

 
G. Scantron Data 
 

Scantrons are getting better with the addition of error information specific to 
individual Medics.  Mark has identified the need for an in-service training 
refresher for the troops, which he hopes to complete in the next couple of months. 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. EMCC By-Laws 
 
The existing EMCC by-laws were reviewed for content and several changes were 
recommended to ARTICLE V regarding membership and ARTICLE VII 
regarding protocol.  Any additional recommended changes were to be submitted 
to Mark, who will forward all draft changes to ICEMA for approval at the next 
EMCC. 
 

B. EMCC Membership List 
 

The EMCC Membership List was officially approved and updated by the Mono 
County Board of Supervisors on February 19, 2008.  Respective changes to the 
By-Laws will be made to reflect the updated approved membership. 
 

C. Golden State Air Ambulance 
 

Golden State Air is available for service; it appears that most of their business is 
generated from the west side of the Sierra, as well as points south of Inyo County. 
(Most flight service discussion was already covered at this point in the meeting.) 
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D. National Registry Test Site 
 

Inyo County is pursuing with the State for a testing site closer to, or in, Inyo 
County.  Diane had brought a copy of the newspaper article (Inyo Register) that 
detailed what they were trying to do.  Mono County has requested the same 
through written correspondence; without a reply from the State EMS Authority.  
Diane suggested additional correspondence asking for SOME TYPE of a reply 
(common courtesy; probably not in State protocol). 
 

E. Tri-Valley Update 
 

Tri-Valley update was covered in New Business, “A” (Chalfant Fire) 
 

F. AED Update 
 

AED protocols are just about finished; Ray is making a few last changes, with 
ICEMA approval.  As Medical Director, Dr. Johnson will be provided with 
annual reports on training, maintenance and equipment inspections and a “usage” 
report within 30 days of an actual use event.  Mono County Fire/Rescue will take 
point on this documentation with cooperation from the Special Districts. 

 
G. First Responder Training 

 
First Responder Training is just about approved by ICEMA.  Ray McGrale was 
not in attendance to give an informed update.  Tabled until next meeting. 
 

V. OTHER/PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None. 
 

VI. COMMITTEE MEMBER REQUEST FOR TOPICS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

A. AED use in County facilities, EMCC to make recommendation to Board? 
B. Emergency Medical Dispatch. 
 

VII. NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION 
 

Thursday, May 22, 2008, 09:00 a.m.  Mammoth Hospital ED Lounge/Conference room. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

11:40 a.m. 
 














































































